The Only Surface Ships to Enter Lower
Tokyo Bay during World War 11

By Bob Culver
USS SAMUEL N. MOORE (DD-747)

In the summer of 1945 it was evident that
an invasion of Japan’s homeland would be
necessary to bring the war to a conclusion.
To that end, the United States began work
on a top-secret plan dubbed “Operation
Olympic” for an assault on the southern
Japanese island of Kyushu, followed by
later assaults on Honshu and other mainland
Japanese territory. As envisioned, such an
invasion would launch American forces
against what was mistakenly believed to
be formidable Japanese naval and military
defenses. Probable American casualties
would be in the hundreds of thousands.

What the Americans didn’t know and the
Japanese high command wouldn’t admit
was that American submarines and aircraft
had penetrated Japan’s home islands and had
left Tokyo and many other cities in ashes,
its ports and industrial complex a shambles.
For Operation Olympic, the USS DeHAVEN
(DD-727), USS COLLETT (DD-730), USS
BRUSH (DD-745), USS MANSFIELD
(DD-728), USS MADDOX (DD-731), USS
TAUSSIG (DD-746), USS LYMAN K. SW-
ENSEN (DD-729), USS BLUE (DD-744),
USS SAMUEL N. MOORE (DD-747), of
DesRon 61 was bound for an exploratory
sweep of the lower Tokyo Bay to determine
the enemy’s ability to repel any surface ac-
tion during the upcoming U.S. invasion and

The ALLEN M. SUMNER-class destroyer USS SAMUEL N. MOORE (DD-747) was built by
the Bethlehem Steel Company’s Staten Island Shipbuilding Yard and was commissioned on
24 June 1944 with CDR Horatio A. Lincoln in command. A person with the name Horatio
seems fated to be in command and this Horatio was related to Abraham Lincoln through
the president’s uncle. The DD-747 earned many battle stars during her career: 5 for World
War 11, 3 for Korea, and 7 for Vietnam. She was decommissioned on 24 October 1969 and
sold to Taiwan as the HENG YANG (DD-2).



to attack enemy shipping if the opportunity
arose.

En route, a notable non-combat crisis
arose on the USS SAMUEL N. MOORE
which was forced to pull out of line for her
doctor to perform an appendectomy on one
of her crew. That was the doctor’s first such
operation and, overcome by his success, he
ran up to the bridge with the appendix still
in the clamp to show the captain. With a
job well done, the MOORE returned to the
column and none too soon. At 1225 on 22
July the squadron’s radar showed bogies
approaching from the northwest. A quick
increase in speed and change of course
enabled the squadron to avoid detection
and continue on with Operation Olympic.
Just as the squadron entered Tokyo Bay, a
severe typhoon passed through their target
area producing heavy swells that hampered
its speed, but not its mission.

As the squadron sailed on into Tokyo
Bay, its radar picked up an enemy convoy
of two large cargo vessels and two escorts.
The destroyers reversed course to engage the
convoy 35 miles south of Tokyo. Their plan
of action was to launch torpedoes, followed
by gunfire. At 2353, each of the nine de-
stroyers in the squadron fired two torpedoes
followed shortly thereafter by a barrage of
5-inch shells. Observers could see numer-
ous fires and several radar blips disappeared
from the scopes. During the action, two of
the destroyers reported counterbattery fire
from the shore, but none of the squadron’s
ships were hit.

Not all was well, however. As the column
left the area, the USS TAUSSIG (DD-746)
began circling. The vibrations from her
5-inch gunfire apparently shook loose a
pin in the after steering yoke. An engineer
quickly identified and solved the problem
when he found and replaced the pin and the
TAUSSIG was back on course in the column.
At 1920 on 23 July, the ships of DesRon 61
returned to Task Group 38.1 taking their
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